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CREATIVE RESISTANCE 

On April 4, 2017, it was with dignity, integrity, and 
authenticity that Dr. Sandra Steingraber addressed 
North Carolinians.  First, she offered personal stories at 
a luncheon at the Church of the Reconciliation hosted 
by Triangle WILPF members.  Then  in the evening at 
UNC’s Stone Center for Black History and culture,  
"Creative Resistance:  Fighting Toxins and Fossil Fuels" 
was the theme that attracted activists, scientists, 
educators, staff and volunteers of 22 non-profits, and 
many who are directly affected by contamination of 
soil, water, and air in their homes to hear her words of 
inspiration, truth, and courage.                                        

 
Lib Hutchby, Sandra Steingraber, John Wagner 
photo credit – Emily O’Hare 
 

Steingraber clearly and eloquently expressed the 
extreme seriousness of the climate crisis and the 
consequences of the extraction, processing, and 
burning of fossil fuels.  She urged everyone to bring all 
their personal skills into the struggle to confront our 
fossil fuel economy and stop the current extreme 
climate injustice faced by communities around the 
world. Those of us that recognize the problems, she 
said, need to go beyond our normal comfort zones, and 
expand what we are willing to do to in order to pass a 
livable planet on to future generations. 
 

We were thrilled by the collaborative spirit, which 
began the evening with "Just Drummers," Unity Center 
for Peace Drummers, "Beats in the Bones," and "Boogie 
Holler Drummers," who performed with Paperhand 
Puppet Intervention, using puppetry, performance and 
creativity to undermine and eradicate greed, hate and 
fear and promote justice, equality, and peace. 
 

The evening’s first speaker was Rev. Rodney Sadler, 
chair of the NC NAACP Healthcare Committee. “In part, 

that is why I want to ensure that we note not just a 
climate emergency, but that we also have a poverty 
emergency, a racial disparity emergency, a spiritual 
emergency, a value emergency that has allowed us to 
leave people on the sidelines of this economic and 
energy production model, because that the larger 
system of privilege and disadvantage has been 
predicated on their absence!...  So I say that its time 
that we looked at this climate emergency as a climate 
opportunity; an opportunity to reimagine our current 
corrupted capitalistic system and put in place a system 
that is more just!... It is only then that we can enact the 
change that will bring about what I call a “cleaner, 
greener, better world.” 
 

Steingraber spoke next, reminding us all “We are all 
members of a great human orchestra, and it is now time 
to play the Save the World Symphony.  You do not have 
to play a solo, but you do have to know what 
instrument you hold and find your place in the score.”  
Following Steingraber’s speech, we were privileged to 
view the trailer of "Fractured," a new film coming out 
soon about her life as she built a powerful movement 
that stopped fracking in NY. 
 

Connecting all the issues, a panel of those directly 
affected by coal ash, the proposed Atlantic Coast 
Pipeline, and contaminated water and air gave witness 
to their struggles and suffering.  Panelists were  
Dr. Ryan Emmanuel, NC State professor of forest 
hydrology and a member of ECO Roberson; Tracey 
Brown Edwards, Belews Creek Residents for Coal Ash 
Cleanup; Bobby Jones, Down East Coalition and NAACP;  
and Steingraber.  The whole evening was amazing and 
wonderful!! 
 

 
L-R: Ryan Emmanuel, Tracey Brown Edwards, Bobby  Jones, Sandra 
Steingraber                                         photo credit – Rev. Rodney Sadler  
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VIGIL AGAINST BOMBING OF SYRIA-

REFUSAL TO ADMIT SYRIAN REFUGEES 

 
photo credit – Hannah Kim 

On April 12, Triangle WILPF vigilled at Chapel Hill’s 
Peace and Justice Plaza to protest President Trump’s 
bombing of Syria and his ban against Syrian refugees.  
The vigil was co-sponsored by the Orange County Peace 
Coalition and joined by the Raging Grannies and 
Veterans for Peace.   
 

Veterans for Peace member Doug Ryder shared a 
statement from the national VFP which eloquently 
spoke to the sentiments of the crowd. "We believe that 
the only way to resolve the crisis in Syria and to assist 
the victims of this conflict is to end the fighting, not to 
escalate it. The Syrian people have the right to elect 
their leaders and to determine their own future…”  
 

U.S.  WILPF has subsequently released our own 
statement re the Syria attack, concluding: 
“Therefore, we condemn the unilateral and outrageous 
offensive actions undertaken by our own government in 
the unwarranted bombing in Syria and urge the US 
government to take the following actions:  

1. Withdraw from all fighting within Syria; 
2. Work for a ceasefire; 
3. Assist with humanitarian aid and allowing safe 

passage for refugees wishing to leave;  
4. Aid in bringing the parties to negotiations 

leading to free and fair elections; 
5. Assist in the rebuilding of the country by 

providing material support, with no strings 
attached; and 

6. Reaffirm the democratic rights of all Syrians. 
We also urge WILPF members and all Americans to 
contact your elected representatives to register 
protests against this latest US aggression against Syria, 

and to urge Congress instead to undertake the six 
actions set forth above as well as participating in 
meaningful negotiations within the framework of the 
United Nations.” 
 

The following day the U.S. dropped the Massive 
Ordinance Air Blast on Afghanistan (MOAB), the most 
powerful non-nuclear weapon in the U.S. arsenal.  We 
must continue to link the struggle for peace with 
demands to cut military spending and fund human 
needs, and with all social justice movements.        
 

ADVOCACY & JUNE 3 TOWN HALL 
 

WILPF members Miriam Thompson and Lucy Lewis 
attended the annual Women’s Advocacy Day organized by 
NC Women United (our branch is a member of NCWU) in 
Raleigh on March 13.  The morning session focused on the 
NCWU 2017 Legislative Agenda issues, including increasing 
economic self-security, expanding access to health care, 
ending violence against women, increasing civic 
participation and equality, investing in public education, 
and building an adequate and equitable tax system.  We 
had a short but productive meeting with State Senator 
Valerie Foushee.  However we were unable to meet with 
State Representative Verla Insko, so we scheduled a 
follow-up meeting with her on March 24 and invited our 
sisters in WIN (Women in the NAACP) to join us. 
 

The meeting included discussion of how we can 
strengthen communication regarding key bills, best 
support progressive legislation, and the need for a Town 
Hall with Orange County constituents.  Chapel Hill-
Carrboro NAACP and Triangle WILPF are the initial co-
sponsors of Democracy Revival: Legislative Town Hall with 
Representatives Insko and Graig Meyer, and Senator 
Valerie Foushee  10am, June 3, Carrboro Century Center.    

  
Front row, L-R: Margaret Herring, Senator Verla Insko, County 
Commissioner Renee Price, Miriam Thompson 
Back row, L-R: Mary Jenne, Lucy Lewis, Connie Gates, Collen Rogers, 
Karen Reid, Lalani Sangode, Lori Hoyt     photo credit – Emily O’Hare 

http://www.trianglewilpf.org/


  Newsletter Winter/Spring 2017  

www.trianglewilpf.org    
  

NC TORTURE COMMISSION LAUNCHED 

 
L-R: Joan Walsh, Lucy Lewis, Lori Hoyt, Peggy Misch standing 
against torture in Smithfield, 2006 
 

Triangle WILPF is an endorser of the NC Commission on 
Torture, and Peggy Misch has played a leading role with 
this critically important initiative.  The following are 
excerpts from an Op-Ed from the Raleigh News and 
Observer, March 21. 
 

“In the years directly following the attacks of Sept. 11, 
North Carolina served as a literal launching pad for the 
United States’ policies of “enhanced interrogation” and 
torture. While this may sound conspiratorial or like a 
subplot from of a Hollywood script, it has the 
misfortune to be true.   From 2001-2009, dozens of 
flights and North Carolina-based crews took off from 
our state’s public airports – dispatched to kidnap 
suspected terrorists abroad and transport them to CIA 
“black site” prisons in Asia and Eastern Europe where, 
beyond public or legal oversight and scrutiny, they were 
illegally detained and tortured. This “torture taxi” 
program was carried out by a CIA front company called 
Aero Contractors using our state’s aviation resources 
and public airports in Smithfield and Kinston. These are 
facts that will forever stain our state’s history.  
 

Despite confirmation of this program in recently 
declassified government documents and coverage from 
several media outlets, including this one, there has 
never been a formal investigation into the extent to 
which North Carolina state resources and tax dollars 
were used to facilitate and support the U.S. torture 
program. North Carolina’s elected officials have, almost 
universally, failed to even recognize its existence. I am 
proud to say that because of concerned citizens, this is 
changing. 

While it might make us more comfortable to “turn the 
page” and try to dismiss the United States’ use of 
torture as an issue in the past, we cannot rule out the 
possibility of its return given the troubling indicators 
coming from the new administration in Washington.  
 
White House Cabinet members, CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo and Secretary of Defense General James 
Mattis, both stated their opposition to resuming torture 
in confirmation hearings, but given President Trump’s 
own pronouncements and his recent appointment of 
Gina Haspel as Deputy Director of the CIA, a woman 
who previously ran one of the “black site” prisons in 
Thailand, where torture was used, we cannot have 
confidence that we have learned from these mistakes. .. 
 

As a U.S. Army officer during the Vietnam era, I was 
tasked with instructing our troops on the law of war. 
Torture is illegal, under both international and U.S. law, 
as the Army’s official Field Manual recognizes. I have 
dedicated my life to upholding the rule of law, and want 
to ensure that our country and state do not play a role 
in resorting, in any degree, to the tactics and barbarism 
of our enemies... 
 

North Carolina could once again serve as a launching 
pad to carry out these illegal and immoral tactics, so 
concerned citizens of the state, including veterans like 
me, are doing what we can to stop this happening. In 
response, The North Carolina Commission of Inquiry on 
Torture (NCCIT) was officially launched this week.  
 

NCCIT is a non-partisan, non-government entity working 
to expose the truth about torture and the damage it 
inflicted at the local, state and national levels. I am 
thrilled to be among the group of 10 commissioners 
that NCCIT has selected to investigate and collect 
testimony to understand North Carolina’s role in 
supporting the torture program and ultimately make 
recommendations for local, state, and federal officials 
to prevent our state’s resources and infrastructure 
again being used for programs that are in blatant 
violation of international norms and laws…” 
 

Frank Goldsmith is a North Carolina-based lawyer and 
mediator and co-chair of the North Carolina Commission of 
Inquiry on Torture. He has represented detainees imprisoned 
at the U.S. Naval Base at Guantánamo Bay, Cuba. 
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STRUGGLE FOR WORKER JUSTICE CONTINUES 
 

WILPF has long made worker justice a priority in its 
work.  On Worker Memorial Day, convened by the NC 
American Federation of Labor & Congress of Industrial 
Organizations (NC AFL-CIO) on April 28th, Lori Hoyt, Dick 
Paddock, and Miriam Thompson attended at the Old 
State Capitol a powerful commemoration of over 

 
photo credit – Dick Paddock 

150 workers killed in 2015 (the most recent year in 
which statistics are available) because of hazardous 
working conditions and lack of Department of Labor 
enforcement of workplace safety – a crime that puts 
corporate profit above those whose labor drives their 
gains.  Faith leaders and families of the victims rang the 
bell for each sister and brother our community 
lost.   Supporters then walked solemnly into the NC 
Dept. of Labor office to challenge the Commissioner’s 
failure to assure safe working conditions to refuse to 
officially recognize Worker Memorial Day.  
 

WILPFers are urged to continue the struggle for worker 
justice with our labor and social justice partners to 
demand our State elected officials enforce safety and 
health protections for all workers, including agricultural 
workers, and hold the Labor Commissioner accountable 
for assuring OSHA protections are honored; ensure 
workers’ right to have a voice on the job, and to freely 
choose to form a union without employer interference 
or intimidation.  
 

ACTIONS NOW:  
1. Pick  up the phone and CALL Commissioner Cherie 
Killian Berry at (919) 779-9560 or (800) 625-2267, and 
denounce her failure to protect workers safety (that she 
alleges is her “top priority”), and who she is elected to 
serve, and her failure to execute her broad regulatory 

authority and enforcement powers under NC Law.  Who 
does she really serve when all of her awards over her 4 
terms in office have come from Big Business?   
 

2.   Call your Senator and demand they vote against 
the Legislative effort through a 2018 ballot referendum 
to enshrine the Jim Crow Right to work law in our State 
Constitution – SB 632.    

 

3.     Most important, join us in political actions to 
make worker justice, an end to the corporate- 
dominated NC General Assembly, AND the end of the 
career of Labor Commissioner Sherry Berry a priority 
both in our legislative advocacy and the 2018 elections. 
Berry comes up for re-election in 2020, but WILPF and 
friends can make her honor her oath of office NOW. 

 
Miriam Thompson, Jesse Gibson- CH-Carrboro NAACP, Lori Hoyt, 
Dick Paddock, Mel Montford- president NC  A Phillip Randolph 
Institute 
 

 

WILPF has been hosting a weekly radio show, WILPF’s 
WAKE-UP CALL at WCOM 103.5 FM, since 2007.  The 
program features social justice newsmakers, elected 
officials, and community leaders on key issues of 
importance to our local and global community.   The 
show airs every Wednesday at 5-6PM; you can also 
stream live at www.wcom.org.  Don’t forget to listen/ 
watch – and let your friends know too!  
 

The program is now being broadcast on The Peoples 
Channel Thursdays evening at 10pm and Fridays at 
6am– TWC Channel 8 in Chapel Hill, TWC Channel 4 in 
Carrboro and TWC 18 in Durham.  Our stalwart 
broadcast crew includes: 

• Lori Hoyt , Program Coordinator – 984-999-4069 
(call Lori with suggestions for guests and issues) 

• Lori Hoyt, Dick Paddock, and  Emily O’Hare   

http://www.trianglewilpf.org/
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100 DAYS OF RESISTANCE 

 
 

 
 
On January 21, over 5 Million of us worldwide and over 
1 Million in Washington, DC came to march, speak and 
make our voices heard in opposition to the Trump 
Agenda.   Triangle WILPF members participated in the 
Women’s March in DC, as well as joined with more than 
17,000 in Raleigh.  As part of the 100 Days of 
Resistance, WILPF invited members of the local 
community to join Action 1/10 at the Rogers Road 
Community Center on January 28 to write postcards to 
our Congress members about what mattered most to 
each participant – and how participants plan to 
continue to fight for it in the days, weeks, and months 
ahead.   More than 50 people gathered to write more 
than 184 postcards.  We will continue to Resist and 
Organize!  
 

 
WILPF member Mary Dooley (center) and friends at the Raleigh 
Women’s March 
 

US WILPF SOLIDARITY ACTIONS 
On April 22, more than 25 WILPF branches across the 
U.S. coordinated actions to send the message: Peace 
and Planet before Profits!  Triangle WILPF took our 
group picture on April 7 at the Creative Resistance 
event with Sandra Steingraber.   On the 22nd we tabled 
at the Rogers Road Unity in the Community Day, sharing 
information about fracking, the negative environmental 
impact of individual water bottles, the proposed 
Atlantic Coast Pipeline, and Know Your Rights for 
immigrants and refugees.   

 
 L-R Lorna Chafe, Emily O’Hare, Dick Paddock, Lori Hoyt, Margaret 
Herring, Mary Jenne, Miriam Thompson, Lucy Lewis  
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Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day Commemoration for Victims of War, 2-3:30pm, Chapel Hill Public Library 
Keynote speaker Lori Khamala, Director, Immigrants’ Rights Program for the American Friends Service Committee on 
Hearing the Voiceless: Refugees at Home and Abroad.  Sponsored by the Orange County Peace Coalition  
 

Saturday, June 3 – Democracy Revival: A Legislative Town Hall with State Senator Valerie Foushee and State 
Representatives Verla Insko & Graig Meyer 10-12 noon, Carrboro Century Center, 100 N. Greensboro Street, Carrboro    
 

Tuesday, July 4 – WILPF will be tabling at the Carrboro July 4 Celebration, 10am-4pm– Volunteers needed!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP TIME! 
In these challenging times, it is especially critical that we strengthen our collective voices and actions.  Join us! 

 
Triangle WILPF meets the 2nd Saturday of each month (except July) from 10am-12noon, Chapel Hill Friends Meeting,  
531 Raleigh Road, Chapel Hill. 

 
     TRIANGLE BRANCH: Sliding Scale: $12-$30                     Make checks payable to WILPF-Triangle 
                                          Student: $5                                      (specify National or Local dues on check) 
                                                                                                      Mail to: WILPF Triangle Branch    
      NATIONAL WILPF: Individual:  $35                                  c/o Ann Powers  
                                        Limited Income: $15                         6 Carolina Meadows, Apt. #102     
                                        Student: $5                                        Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8525   

WILPF c/o Ann Powers 

6 Carolina Meadows, Apt. 102 

Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8528 
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