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WILPF CONGRESS: RISE UP! WOMEN
ORGANIZING FOR ACTION
- Rev. Dr. Michelle Laws
The US WILPF 33rd Triennial Congress was held on July
27 – 30, 2017 in Chicago IL. The theme “Rise Up!
Women Organizing for Action: Remember, Reclaim and
Reimagine,” provided a timely and necessary frame for
WILPF members from around the country to engage in
important dialogue and strategic planning around
critical human rights issues.

women, men and children to heal from traumas
associated with homelessness, addictions, violence,
incarceration and social isolation.
 A special highlight during the Congress was a
walking field trip to the Hull House and Jane
Addams museum. The tour at the Hull House
began with a brief video documentary about Jane
Addams and her courageous work as a social
reformer and compassionate architect of
settlement houses for immigrants during the late
19th and early 20th centuries in the United States.
In addition to the plenaries there were tracks designed
to focus on skill building for activism around core issues.
NC Triangle WILPF member Rev. Dr. Michelle Laws was
invited to co-present with Nancy Price on a workshop
focused on voter suppression and ways WILPF members
can engage in resistance efforts to block voter
suppression tactics and protect access to the ballot at
all levels—local, state, and federal.

The agenda was packed full of dynamic speakers and
critical topics including:
 Peace Activist Panel: Phyllis Bennis, Director, New
Internationalism Project, Institute for Policy Studies;
Leah Bolger, Coordinating Committee Chair, World
Beyond War; Kathy Kelly, Co-Coordinator, Voices
for Creative Nonviolence; Ellen Thomas, Co-Chair,
WILPF US Disarm/End Wars Committee.
 Friday morning plenary speaker: Larry Spivack,
President, Illinois Labor History Society
 Friday evening plenary, which focused on activism in
and around the Chicago area and included a panel of
local power-house activists: Olga Bautista,
Community Organizer, Southeast Environmental
Taskforce; Mary Dean, Organizer for World beyond
War; Jeanette Hernandez, longtime active member
of AFSCME Local 1989; and Pam Smith, Co-Founder
& Executive Director, Addie Wyatt Center, Chicago
and Kingian Nonviolence Trainer.
 Saturday afternoon plenary included presentations
by Stefanee Parks-Asche, Director, Illinois Labor
History Society and Mary Hanson Harrison,
President, WILPF US.
 On Friday night, attendees were privileged to hear
an amazing concert performed by a local group
“Harmony, Hope & Healing” which was created to
provide a positive environment and mechanism for

Dr. Laws’ presentation, “Voter Suppression and the
Reaffirmation of Resistance and Revolution in NC”,
provided an overview of voter suppression efforts by
extremists in the NC General Assembly and the people’s
uprising and birthing of HKonJ and the Moral Mondays
movements. Dr. Laws emphasized the fact that these
frontal assaults on voting rights in NC did not just
happen in a vacuum but were cleverly planned
strategies that had their roots in the 1st, 2nd and now 3rd
Reconstruction periods and encompassed tactics laid
out in Nixon’s Southern strategy. Highlights from her
presentation included:
 This whole notion of “making America great again” is
the offspring of the appeal of white supremacists
during the First Reconstruction (1865-1877) to
“redeem America” and fight back against a fusion
coalition that had forged among African Americans
and whites North and South who were committed to
a common goal of helping to realize what Abraham
Lincoln had called “a new birth of freedom.”
 The Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 provides shameful
evidence of how far some will go to protect the old
guard and white-controlled power structures. Dr.
Laws asserted that the Wilmington Race Riot of 1898
was a politically motivated attack by whites against
the city’s leading African American citizens and
evidence of the lengths to which Southern
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White Democrats went to regain political domination
of the South after Reconstruction. “The very racist
hostilities and racial tensions that led to the
Wilmington Race Riot of 1898 has remained an
undercurrent in NC politics to this very day,” says Dr.
Laws. “So when the HKonJ (Historic Thousands on
Jones Street) convened in 2006 and subsequently
blossomed into the Moral Mondays movement in
2013, some people understood the sad reality that
the need to build a multi-cultural coalition to fight
against hatred and inhumane politicians and politics
was a moral imperative and that not resisting was
simply not an option we could afford to choose.”
Dr. Laws wove into her presentation other historical
linkages including the significance and work that led up
to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the
Voting Rights Act of 1965. Dr. Laws proposed that we
cannot look at voting suppression efforts in isolation
but we must look at every attempt to restrict full
participation in the republic of the US as an welldesigned and thriving effort to prevent certain groups
including the poor, ethnic minorities, immigrants,
women, and even youth from gaining access to power
in ever form socially, politically, and economically.

Dr. Laws concluded her speech suggesting the following
steps forward:
1. Continue building and utilizing a fusion coalition
modeled after the HKonJ and Moral Mondays
framework.
2. Be clear that the issues we are addressing in the US
are trans-global and multinational driven by the
same main culprits: militarism, capitalism, and
racism as Dr. King pointed out
3. Focus more on ensuring that each generation is
educated on the historical linkages of oppression
and exploitation and resistance in the United States.
4. Prepare and equip more women to lead especially
women who share and will advance WILPF’s
mission.
5. Focus not just on voting but all facets of political
participation and access including public financing
of political offices.
6. Now more than ever given the current political
climate it is important that we elevate the voices of
women in the US. Don’t let our voices fade or
become ignored. It’s time we draft a new statement
and declaration on the state of women in the US and
present it before the UN Council on the Status of
Women.
7. Continued legal challenges—just as Phyllis proposed
for war.
The panel resulted in several action steps that the
Congress attendees approved moving forward. Stay
tuned to learn more about the resolutions that that
emerged from the Voter Suppression workshop.

ANNUAL RETREAT PLANS 2018 ACTIONS

“The Citizens United ruling in January 2010, Shelby v.
Holder decision in 2013, passage of North Carolina’s
racist “monster” voter suppression bill HB589, and the
refusal to protect workers’ rights and increase wages—
are all abuses of political power and cleverly designed
to suppress citizen engagement including voting,
serving in office, gaining access to capital and winning in
the courts,” says Dr. Laws. “Therefore, our resistance
must be issues-driven, coalition building and a fusion
across socioeconomic statuses, ethnic groups, and
communities.”

Triangle WILPF held its Annual Retreat on October 14.
Following the Raging Grannies, Lucy Lewis provided a
brief history of WILPF and the importance of WILPF’s
work in today’s dangerous times. For more info,
www.wilpfus.org & www.wilpf.org
Mary Dooley led the group in a SWOT (Strengths
Weaknesses Opportunities & Threats) analysis of
Triangle WILPF. Key strengths that were identified
included members’ collective experience, intersectional
analysis and multi-issue approach. Areas that need to
be strengthened include more diversity, recruiting
younger members, and greater visibility.
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The majority
of the day
was spent in
small group
Issue
breakouts.
Miriam
Thompson
outlined the
four groups
– Peace,
Environment, Labor, and Human Rights – and charged
each with identifying allies, key goals/areas of focus for
2018, and a point person that interested persons could
contact if they would like to work on that issue.
PEACE - Actions:
1. Help strengthen Orange County Peace Coalition.
2. Meet with Representative David Price twice yearly to
state our opposition to war industry,
3. Develop educational piece including war industry,
part of the budget in detail for public
4. Work with AIME (Abrahamic Initiative on the Middle
East) to oppose war in Yemen, occupation of
Palestine
Contact Person – Liz Evans
ENVIRONMENT - Actions:
See Water and Environmental Issues Report below
LABOR Actions:
See WILPF Labor Committee Report below
HUMAN RIGHTS -Actions:
1. Mobilize for NC Commission of Inquiry on Torture
Public Hearings November 30 and December 1 in
Raleigh. For more info www.ncit.org
2. Engage in the issue of militarization of police
departments, public schools and campuses. What is
the state going to do about HB 133 (Federal law)?
Address what kinds of weapons and training
community wants for SROs (School Resource Officers);
redo Memo of Understanding between schools and
police.
The retreat concluded by addressing ways to
strengthening our internal structure. We made great
progress with members stepping up to fill key roles.
Volunteers are still needed to assist with the WILPF
Wake-up Call radio and TV show, newsletter,

communications, and an annual Jane Addams/Ida B.
Wells fundraiser.

WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
WILPF members have just finished attending Duke Rate
Hike hearings, DEQ Water Permits for the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline, Enviva wood pellet protest marches, and statewide coal ash meetings. Also this fall, we have
participated in a series of statewide summits on the
Cape Fear River water contamination issues,
Environmental Justice, and Climate Justice.

A few of the problems we have been focusing on are:
Governor Cooper and Climate Agreement In September, 2017, Cooper joined a bipartisan alliance
of 14 states committed to reducing their share of
greenhouse gas emissions in line with the international
Paris climate agreements.
Important Action Items for Governor Cooper - Call or
Write to thank the Governor for his commitment to
follow the Paris climate agreements. In the same letter,
insist that he live up to his words by taking real actions
that including one or more of the following:
 The Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) - Tell Governor
Cooper to stop all new fossil fuel infrastructure if we
are to protect the earth’s climate. Tell Governor
Cooper and the Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) to stop the ACP from deepening our
climate crisis and threatening our rivers and
wetlands.
 Tell DEQ to deny the air quality permit for the ACP
pipeline’s compressor station in Northampton
County.
 Hamlet, NC and the Enviva wood pellet permit. –
Enviva is clearcutting major stands of old mixed
hardwood forests in eastern NC and across the
southeastern US. Cutting these forests to be turned
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into wood pellets and shipped to Europe to burn as
an energy source is worse for the climate than coal.
Tell DEQ and the Governor to deny all Enviva permits
for any new construction of pellet plants in North
Carolina.
Duke Energy – Duke continues to interfere with
community transitions to sustainable wind and solar
power. They are trying to construct the Atlantic Coast
Pipeline, and plan to convert coal-fired power plants to
“natural gas” (methane) which will increase global
warming.
 Help force Duke Energy to a rapid conversion to
sustainable solar energy, and stop the construction
of new fossil fuel infrastructure.
 Speak out against Duke’s rate hikes to fund their 19
new methane-fired power plants for NC, and for
Duke’s cleanup costs for their coal ash
contamination of wells and the state’s waters.
 Monitor Duke’s Energy’s plans to re-burn millions of
tons of existing coal ash. Duke intends to build 3
coal ash reprocessing plants to re-burn the ash (to
make it useable as a component for concrete). This
is potentially dangerous in several ways. It will
release CO2 and add new greenhouse gases that will
contribute to global warming. It also appears that
these will release serious levels of toxic heavy metals
including hexavalent chromium into air by the
communities that have already faced decades of air
and groundwater contamination.
** Please stay in touch with Triangle WILPF for updates,
events, and specific actions that will be taking place on
Climate, Fossil Fuels, Water, and related issues in the
coming months.

LABOR COMMITTEE ACTION PLANS
We invite more WILPF members to join our growing and
exciting committee and engage in these campaigns. We
look forward to member engagement, support and
input into our action plans. For more info,
thompiriam@gmail.com or text Miriam at (917) 8250884
1. Living Wage -We have set up a relationship with
Susan Romaine, who heads the Orange County Living
Wage Campaign. The Labor Committee will send out a
link to help members identify and support businesses
that have contracted with OCLW. OCLW has made

available the names and addresses of these businesses
to encourage members to frequent them. Our WILPF
branch also has a relationship with the Service
Employees International Union (SEIU and is working
with AFL-CIO NC, RaiseUpfor$15, and have attended
solidarity rallies at fast food and other low wage
establishments to support workers struggles to secure a
living wage.
2. Fair Representation and Collective Bargaining
Labor Committee members are working with and
helping organize Faculty Forward Network, a campaign
that is building on the UNC Chapel Hill campus. FFN
members are working with UNC CH grad students who
have organized into United Electrical Workers UE 150
to secure a living wage for both grad students and the
many workers on campus who do not enjoy such
benefits. This
solidarity
movement is
also
participating
in and
helping
organize the
campaign to
REMOVE
Silent Sam,
the
Confederate monument from its perch on campus.
3. Protecting Worker’s Rights through Education and
Advocacy -We are working with our NAACP Labor and
Legal Redress committees to help identify pro-bono
legal and para legal resources for workers who seek
help in resolving workplace grievances. We are also
working with our NAACP sisters and brothers to put
together a directory of community-based legal and
advocacy resources to advance worker rights.
4. Legislative Advocacy - Branch members are working
on HKonJ (Historic Thousands on Jones Street) for its
Feb. 11 2018 rally and lobby day in the General
Assembly. Our Labor Committee members are helping
draft the HKonJ labor Agenda, together with other labor
partners. On the Federal level, we will be working with
the AFL-CIO to thwart any effort by Congress to push
national legislation that would install right to work laws
in every state - like we already have in NC.
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MIRIAM THOMPSON HONORED

were forcibly removed from the hearing and arrested.
Then the police came after us. Some lay limp.
At least 18, including myself and WILPF member Fran
Schindler were arrested. In less than 45minutes the
hearing ended. We shut down the Graham-Cassidy Bill!
WILPF has been hosting a weekly radio show, WILPF’s
WAKE-UP CALL at WCOM 103.5 FM, since 2007. The
program features social justice newsmakers, elected
officials, and community leaders on key issues of
importance to our local and global community. The
show airs every Wednesday at 5-6PM; you can also
stream live at www.wcom.org. Don’t forget to listen/
watch – and let your friends know too!

Miriam Thompson was one of the community leaders
honored by the Hannah Ruth Foundation when it
celebrated its 7th birthday on September 16 at Chapel
Hill’s Seymour Center. She joined other unsung heroes
and heroes Moudestine Bell, Janet Flowers, Pastor
David Mateo, Lorena Mills, Coretta Sharpless and Hsar
“Ree Ree” Wei. Congratulations!!
DEMOCRACY AT WORK: PEOPLE WITH A
JUST CAUSE, ACTING NON-VIOLENTLY,
HAVE POWER - Ruth Zalph
Sept. 25th, Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.
-a day to remember. Eager to get into the Finance
Committee hearing on health care scheduled for 2pm,
we arrived at 7 a.m. to be greeted by over one hundred
handicapped folks on motorized wheelchairs waiting for
the doors to open.
All ages, ethnicities, colors, religions, pre-existing
conditions, and physical limitations were there to object
to stripping away the Affordable Care Act, and forcing
the disastrous Graham-Cassidy Bill down our throats.
We were determined to be heard. Only 8 in wheel
chairs were allowed into the hearing while as many as
400 stayed in the hall, waiting for the hearing to begin,
which was our signal to start making a ruckus: chanting
at the top of our lungs so all inside could hear us. “KILL
THE BILL, DON’T KILL US”, “DON’T CUT MEDICAID, IT IS
OUR SECURITY”, “SHAME, SHAME, SHAME”. We ignored
police warnings to stand by sitting or lying on the floor,
or to be quiet during the hearing or face arrest.
Wheelchair activists inside continued the chants and

The program is now being broadcast on The Peoples
Channel Thursdays evening at 10pm and Fridays at
6am– TWC Channel 8 in Chapel Hill, TWC Channel 4 in
Carrboro and TWC 18 in Durham. Our crew includes:
 Lori Hoyt , Program Coordinator – 984-999-4069
(Call Lori with suggestions for guests and issues)
 Lori Hoyt, Dick Paddock, Emily O’Hare, Chris Carlson

HKonJ UPDATE
MARK YOUR CALENDARS. Saturday, Feb. 10, 2018
marks the next critically timed Moral March, rally and
lobby day for the Historic Thousands on Jones Street
(HKonJ) community mobilization. Propelled by the
historic HKonJ 14 point agenda, this year’s event is
being reimagined to redress and resist today's assault
by State and Federal government leaders. Central to
and guiding the event is Martin Luther King Jr.'s historic
1967 Riverside Speech in which he challenged the
domination of war, militarism, poverty, racism and
capitalist greed that permeates our political landscape.
The recent HKonJ Feb 10 Planning Retreat, in which
WILPF members participated, highlighted education
equity in both K-12 and higher public education and
resistance to privatization of our public institutions;
labor rights including the struggle for a living wage and
the right to organize into unions; health care for all
including environmental protection and addressing
climate change; fairness in the criminal justice system;
protections of voting rights; immigrant rights; expansion
of opportunities for the engagement and leadership of
our young people; opposing militarism and war. For
continuing updates go to www.naacpnc.org
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Saturday, February 10, HKonJ Annual March, Raleigh – Taking the Resistance to the Ballot Box!
!

WILPF c/o Ann Powers
6 Carolina Meadows, Apt. 102
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8528

MEMBERSHIP TIME!
In these challenging times, it is especially critical that we strengthen our collective voices and actions. Join us!
Triangle WILPF meets the 2nd Saturday of each month (except February and July) from 10am-12noon, Chapel Hill Friends
Meeting, 531 Raleigh Road, Chapel Hill. Check out our Facebook page, Triangle WILPF and www.trianglewilpf.org
Your dues fund this newsletter, make our membership in WCOM and The People’s Channel possible (so we can continue
our radio and TV show) and support our work for peace and freedom. Thank you for your continuing support!
TRIANGLE WILPF DUES
Sliding Scale: $12-$30
Youth/Student: $5
January is ANNUAL MEMBERHIP RENEWAL MONTH
Make checks payable to: WILPF-Triangle
Mail to: WILPF Triangle Branch
C/o Margaret Herring
201 NC 54
Apt 610
Carrboro NC 27510

US WILPF DUES
Sliding Scale: $35-150
Annual dues can be paid online by going to:
www.wilpfus.org and clicking Join/Renew Membership
US dues will bring you the Peace & Freedom publication
and voting rights for WILPF Board elections, and support
the work of Branches and Issue Committees
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The membership dues scale ranges from $35-$150. Every dollar you contribute over that supports the
publication of Peace & Freedom, our monthly E-newsletter, and the important work of our Branches and
National Issue Committees for total disarmament and peace throughout the world.
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